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Shifting to a public interest biomedical system
From Lab to Commons 
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What are the Commons? 
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How can a commons approach for biomedical research & development (R&D) help us overcome the current crisis of over-diagnosis, over-pre-
scription, low innovation, secrecy and sky-rocketing costs for both patients and health systems? There is a growing willingness to address 
today's encroachment on the right to health in the biomedical sector, but where would we begin transforming a complex system which today 
has increasingly been commercialized and commodified? We put forward a vision for the future

Health care is not just technological solutionism
There is no pill for every ill and technological interventions are not always the solution. Yet currently our societies routinely take medical scien-
tific approaches to issues or problems that should actually be addressed through social, environmental, political and economic means.  This 
technological interventionism serves mainly markets and not so much health needs.  Contrary to “scientism” the commons perspective helps 
re-contextualize scientific inquiry and medical interventions within a clear social and moral framework.

Beyond Individual Rights
The commons perspective goes beyond the beyond a human rights approach by adding another layer of collective considerations such as 
sustainability, universal health needs and the limits of sufficiency on top of individual rights demands.  This other sense of justice refers to 
the provision of common goods crucial for the attainment of health and refers to the collective responsibility for and governance of health. 

Tragedy of the Anti Commons
Today´s biomedical model is not failing society because it is a commons which has become overused; It is the opposite: a model with artificial 
scarcity of immaterial knowledge goods, unbridled enclosure and social exclusion due to a market structured to favour corporate interests. 
Today we see  the 'tragedy of the anti-commons'. 

How the Commons approach can help 
overcoming our current crisis
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